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Welcome to the fifth issue of ‘Living Churchyards’, care of Gwent’s Living Churchyard Project 
(GLCP).  The newsletter is aimed at everyone involved in caring for the churchyards of Gwent, 

and interested in learning more about the wildlife they support.   
 
Gwent’s churchyards provide important wildlife havens. They support some of our finest displays  
of wildflowers and ancient trees, and are home to a variety of wildlife including bats, birds  
and  insects. They are also important places for archaeology and history, revealing evidence of the  
past and documenting the lives of people who have lived and worked in the parish.  
 
The Gwent Living Churchyard Project hosted by Gwent Wildlife Trust, has 3 years of funding from  
the Heritage Lottery Fund, Gwent’s Local Authorities, CCW and the Wye Valley AONB. The  
project aims to increase awareness of Gwent’s wonderful churchyards for wildlife, heritage and  
people, and support local people in learning more about this wildlife and how to care for  
it. Churchyards can become a focus for human activity as well as wildlife, yet still remain places  
of quiet solace and contemplation.  
 
The project can offer support with wildlife surveys, writing churchyard wildlife management  
plans, advice on how to  encourage wildlife, as well as help to  develop interpretation boards  
and leaflets for visitors. A key way we can support you is through running training days in  
traditional management, and aspects of wildlife & churchyard heritage. 
 
 

CONTACT US  - with any ideas for articles, or churchyard events, news or groups you’d like included:  
Rebecca Price (Gwent Living Churchyards Project Officer) Gwent Wildlife Trust, Seddon House, 
Dingestow, Monmouth, NP25 4DY.  Telephone: 01600 740358 or email: rprice@gwentwildlife.org  

 

 

Join us take a look at the results of a major        
restoration project, to return this special cemetery 
to its former glory and celebrate its rich heritage 
and wildlife: 
 
Minibus Trip to Arnos Vale Cemetery, Bristol 

Thursday 22nd July 2010 
*Will include a guided wildlife tour & chance to 
look around heritage exhibits – to gain insight into 
the site's history,  seasonal wildlife, notable graves, 
architecture and Victoriana. 
* Bring a picnic lunch. 
 
Leaving Gwent Wildlife Trust, Dingestow at 10am 
and returning for 3.45pm (times to be confirmed).  
 
FREE, but booking essential: contact Rebecca 
Price, 01600 740358 or rprice@gwentwildlife.org 

Arnos Vale Cemetery is a large Grade II listed Victorian    
cemetery with local and international significance. It is also a 
beautiful green space with many listed buildings and         
monuments of architectural interest, a wildlife haven with a 
number of habitats, and a valuable educational resource. The 
cemetery provides an amazing social map of how people lived 
their lives and how views regards burials have changed over 
time, illustrated through the design and context of monuments, 
and the stories behind those buried in the cemetery.  

When the Victorians originally planned Arnos Vale Cemetery 
more than 170 years ago, they envisaged it as a modern-day 
necropolis; an evolving monument in celebration of those  
Bristolians who had moved on. However for many years this 
vision was lost – hidden beneath a canopy of ivy and slow   
decay. But now, in recent years the iconic cemetery has been 
the focus of a major restoration project costing over £5.4-
million, which includes a visitor reception and shop.  



 

PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION EXHIBITION 
The success of the Penterry Photo Competitions held in 2008 and 2009 owes thanks to the enthusiastic support of 
many residents, visitors and friends of Penterry.  Following this success the competition will be repeated with an 
exciting new format.   
The theme for our next competition is “Penterry Through The Seasons”.  There will be prizes both for individual 
photos which capture the spirit of Spring, Summer, Autumn or Winter, and for groups of up to 4 photos tracing 
the passing of the seasons.  To allow plenty of time for entrants to build a portfolio of photos, the competition will 
run over two years, and the closing date for entries will be Wednesday 30th June 2011.  
Further details, rules and entry forms can be found on the website: 
http://www.penterry.org.uk/?p=photocomp11 .    

A number of churchyards in Gwent are already managed with wildlife in mind, and more are starting 
on the journey. Here’s a little of what’s been happening locally (or is happening!) this year. Please let 
me know of any local churchyard events you’re planning, or if you’d like to contact one of the groups.   

CTNW’s Open Church Day 2010 - Saturday 18th September 

Churches Tourism Network Wales (CTNW) will again be     
encouraging places of worship to open for one day in          
September.  Open Church Day is a Wales wide annual event 
which has been gaining in popularity with more churches  
opening each year since it started in 2007. 
Literature will be sent out to help congregations prepare for this 
– thoughts need to include: What can we do that will attract 
people into the church, Who are our partners?, What publicity 
can we undertake? 
For more info. contact CTNW. Website: www.ctnw.co.uk 

Dry stone walling training, Tintern  
 
A course in April, at Tintern Parva Farm explored the art of dry 
stone walling. Local residents worked on a section of dry stone wall 
under the tuition of Chris Hodges, a professional dry stone walling 
expert.   The day was organised by the Wye Valley AONB and local 
resident Tony Parsons and was funded by Gwent Wildlife Trust 
Living Churchyards Project.  
 
It’s hoped the skills learnt over the two days, will be able to put into 
practice repairing the walls at Tintern’s two churchyards. It’s also 
hoped learning this important rural skill will enhance the 
participant’s CV’s and help improve employment prospects.  
 
Photo of the finished section of wall (right) by Tony Parsons. 

Monmouthshire Cemetery -  
Chapel Restoration & New Interpretation 
 
Thanks to a successful bid by the Friends of     
Monmouth Cemetery, the Chapel was awarded a 
£150,000 grant from the European Commission 
as part of the Rural Development Plan for Wales.   
The renovation has included transforming the 
chapel into an eco friendly one, with solar panels 
and the encouragement of biodiversity on the 
site.   
Interpretation panels have been designed and are 
in place within the chapel, allowing visitors to 
explore the built and natural heritage of the 
chapel and cemetery. There is information on 
how the churchyard is cared for and the different 
wildlife to be found. This includes a section of 
the cemetery which is managed as a hay meadow 
with a good  diversity of wild flowers and 
grasses, plus a grassy bank which is home to a  
population of the now uncommon glow worm. 
The official opening of the chapel will take place 
on  Saturday 26th June.  
Date for your diaries: 
Monmouth Cemetery's Annual Hay Day will 
take place on 21st July. 

St Mary’s Church Conservation Group, Tintern  
* Scything and Strimming Session, 25th July, from 2.30pm. 
The group will be cutting and clearing the sward to help benefit 
the flora and fauna. Bring scythes and strimmers if you can  
although some scythes,  brush cutters and hay rakes will be 
made available (thanks to the Monmouthshire Meadows 
Group). Followed by home-made lemonade, cider, sandwiches 
and strawberries and cream. 

St Teilo’s Open Weekend (nr Abergavenny)  
25th-26th September 
 
See http://www.stteiloschurch.org.uk/welcome.htm 



 

Money for training to suit your needs and interests... 
♦ Churchyard Volunteer Groups - remember we can reimburse refreshment costs or help fund first aid 

or practical training courses (e.g. brushcutter, traditional scything). 
♦ Wildlife & Heritage Events - The project can contribute to churchyard events you may be planning 

in 2010 e.g. help with teas & cakes, publicity costs, prizes, paying tutors to give walks/talks. 

Gwent’s Living Churchyards Project can help with money for training courses, walks & talks by local      
experts and churchyard events to help you learn more about your churchyard’s wildlife & heritage. 

* Fantastic Fungi  
Tuesday 2nd November 2010, 10am-1pm, Christchurch Cemetery (Newport)   
Join us for an informal walk around Christchurch Cemetery with Sheila Spence of the Gwent Fungus Group. 
Sheila will help us to learn more about fungi, their importance and (fingers crossed!) see some of the variety of 
grassland fungi that Christchurch Cemetery is home to.  

* What tree is it?  
Tuesday 28th September, 2.30pm - 4.00pm, Grounds of Dingestow Court  
Join Tim Green (GWT’s Reserves Officer) for a guided walk around the grounds at Dingestow Court for some 
basic tree and shrub identification. The grounds support a lovely mix of both native and non native trees; 
providing the perfect place to learn more about some of the trees which may also reside in your churchyard. The 
walk will last approx 1hr, over fairly gentle ground (although it may be muddy in places), followed by tea & coffee. 
 
ALL COURSES ARE FREE. BUT BOOKING IS REQUIRED.  
To book a place please contact Rebecca Price (Gwent Wildlife Trust, 01600 740358 or rprice@gwentwildlife.org). 
 
Other sessions with full details due to be announced shortly, include:  
*Moth trapping - evening of Wednesday 11th August, Monmouth Cemetery 
*Gravestone Recording - Saturday 16th October, St Michael’s, Tintern 
Keep an eye on www.gwentwildlife.org/livingchurchyards for news of more courses. 

Churchyards and burial grounds are some of the few areas left in the built environment to escape the ravages of 
roads, building sites and other types of ground disturbance of modern day life; providing ideal havens for wildlife of 
many kinds. They support some of our finest displays of wildflowers and ancient trees and are home to a variety of 
wildlife including bats, birds, butterflies and the more mysterious, fungi. 
 
Usually very ancient spaces, these churchyards and burial grounds are likely never to have been ploughed, fertilized 
or sprayed with herbicide or fungicide, or certainly not for a very, very long time. Additionally, city centre 
churchyards and cemeteries can equally provide refuges for both people and wildlife, bringing sanctuary and solace 
into an otherwise busy and noisy environment. 

 

Christchurch Cemetery, Newport 
This large public cemetery overlooking the Roman site 
at Caerleon on one side and the spreading English 
channel on the other proved to be of high  
conservation value during a fungus survey over the 
autumn months of 2009.  
A map of the cemetery was sectioned and labelled so 
that a thorough survey could be conducted, results 
from each section being recorded separately during 
each of the five visits. Over the entire survey period 
some 638 records were taken of about 150 different 
species of fungus, some very common but others  
being quite rare. 
Jewels of the Burial Ground is continued overleaf. 

Pink Waxcap, Hygrocybe calyptriformis, by Sheila Spence 



 
 

What’s in a name? 
One of the species recorded several times at Christchurch cemetery is Lacrymaria lacrymabunda, otherwise known by 
its English or common name, the Weeping Widow.  This fungus appears to weep around the edge of the cap 
whilst at the same time catching the black spores, which gives it a look of wearing a widows veil. It is so frequently 
found in churchyards and burial grounds it is quite remarkable – almost as though it was meant to be growing 
there.  
Another fungus often found growing on cut stumps in graveyards is Dead Man’s Fingers or Xylaria polymorpha. 
Apparently this rather lumpy black fungus got its name from the times when the fruit bodies were found growing 
on wood used for coffins, on the ocasions when they had been lifted for one reason or another. Imagine digging 
down into a grave to maybe get it ready for another burial and on getting to the now rotting coffin there are a series 
of swollen black ‘fingers’ protruding from around the edges! 

GLC Project supported by: 

Grassland Jewels 
Some of the most exciting and beautiful fungi are the Waxcaps, or Hygrocybes.  These are sometimes referred to 
as “Grassland Jewels” and can only be found in ‘unimproved’ grasslands such as sheep grazed uplands, lawns and 
well mown graveyards. However, protection of these species is crucial; as they have been in serious decline across 
Europe since the late 1940s due to rapid grassland loss. 
Hygrocybe calyptriformis, the Pink Waxcap, or sometimes referred to by its old name, the Ballerina Waxcap, is under 
threat worldwide but this area does seem to be a bit of a hot-spot for it. This pretty, rather delicate fungus, 
characterised by its pink pointed cap and pure white stem, was until recently on the Red Data List (a national list of 
rare fungi in need of protection). Now, due to the publicity that has been given specifically to this fungus there has 
been a notable increase in the records of its being seen, with many of these sightings being in churchyards and 
burial grounds around the Gwent area. Only two specimens were found in Christchurch Cemetery, but at least is is 
there! 
Other waxcap species, such as Hygroybe coccinea, the Scarlet Waxcap,  Hygrocybe psittacina, the Parrot Waxcap and 
Hygrocybe virginea, the Ivory or Snowy Waxcap were also found on several occasions, along with the much rarer 
Crimson Waxcap, Hygrocybe punicea. 

Inkcaps 
A common fungus seen just inside the boundary wall was the Shaggy Ink Cap or Coprinus comatus. This starts off 
as a tall white stem with slightly scaly white cap, but ends up as just a tall white stem with some black gloopy stuff 
on top! This amazing species can change in a matter of hours from a good edible to a mess of black goo as it auto-
digests itself, creating the ink its name suggests. In fact, in centuries past, the Monks used this black “ink” to write 
with.  
This fungi provides a free and readily available source of writing material (when it is the correct growing season), 
which apparently lasts just as long as modern day, chemically manufactured, ink. Once collected and boiled with a 
little water, this natural ink could be used to write with in just the same way as any other type of ink. 

Apart from the waxcaps species mentioned there were also 8 species 
of grassland clubs and spindles found during the series of Christ-
church surveys. Starting off with the White Spindles, Clavaria fragilis 
and Smoky Spindles, Clavaria fumosa, during the very first visit others 
appeared as the weeks went on. Like flowering plants and shrubs, 
many fungi fruit in the autumn but they don’t all appear at once.  
 
Grassland fungi in Gwent’s cemeteries 
In Newport, it has now been found that two of the public cemeteries; 
St Woolos and Christchurch, contain a huge wealth of grassland 
fungi; in particular waxcaps, fairy clubs and very rare earth-tongues, 
and that they are of national importance for fungi. Nevertheless, 
unless we start to value these rare grassland gems and continue to 
record the fungi at these, and other, newly recognised ‘havens for 
wildlife’ we will not know, or understand how important these living 
sanctuaries are and continue to be.  
By Sheila Spence, Gwent Fungus Group. 

Clavaria fumosa, Smoky Spindles, by Sheila Spence 


